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Abstract

This qualitative research aims to 1) study the background and identities of Thai

food from the perspective of Chinese people in Nanning City of Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region; 2) observe influences of Thai food culture toward Chinese people in
Nanning City; and 3) note the transformations of Thai food in Nanning City. Documentary
study and data collection from field trips are research methodologies.

Research findings include 1) Thai food has been demanded by Asian students
studying in Nanning City; Chinese people regard the sour and spicy tastes as identity of
Thai original recipes which include varieties of seafood added rich seasonings that good
for health. 2) Influences of Thai food culture toward Chinese consumers, Thai food is an
alternative food in Nanning City; Chinese people are aware of Thai food culture and
interested in visiting or living in Thailand. 3) Transformations of Thai food in Nanning City,
including Thai food shops are always named with the word ‘Thai’ (%) and could be sorted
into three types, running by Thai owners; Thai-Chinese cooperation; and/or Chinese
entrepreneurs. For food ingredients, some substitutions are used, and tastes are adjusted
to Chinese tongues, while shop atmosphere is usually based on Thai style.

Keyword: culture, Thai food, Chinese society, identity
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